URC Rural Advocates’ Zoom gathering
10th April 2024

Present: Sarah Hulme (Methodist ARC), Jay Phelps (East Mids), Lisa Wilson (North Western), Tom Donaghue (East Mids), Tim Crossley (Yorkshire), Linda Rayner (URC Fresh Expressions)
Apologies: Sarah Moore, Julie Kirby, Murray George, Rachel Wakeman, Robert Bushby
And apologies to Rev Ian Ring (Northern) who was not on the list.

Our guest speaker was Sarah Hulme, who spoke about her role as Methodist Rural Mission and Ministry Officer, which has a wide-ranging brief, including much ecumenical work, including fresh expressions and pioneering in rural context see https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/evangelism-growth/rural-mission-ministry/
 Sarah mentioned:
· JPIT (Joint Public Issues Team) – Methodist, URC and Baptist churches together looking at and speaking out for Justice from a rural perspective, especially the impact of government (local and national) decisions on rural communities and how decisions – such as Net Zero aims – can be ‘rural-proof’. 
· Currently looking for a representative for this group

· Arthur Rank Centre: https://arthurrankcentre.org.uk/ If you haven’t already done so, check out this website, the centre offers opportunities to connect with others in similar contexts and situations and training for many aspects of ministry.
· Ecumenical training. Particularly mentioned the increasingly popular and highly regarded twice-yearly Rural Ministry course for any church leader in any kind of rural context: https://arthurrankcentre.org.uk/ruralministrycourse/ and Germinate course at Cliff College: https://arthurrankcentre.org.uk/training/germinate-leadership/ 

· Note: ARC Regional Rural Hub zoom gatherings discuss major issues that affect rural church life and include church leaders from a wide variety of contexts. All welcome 
· 11.30am-12.30pm  23rd May 2024 – Net Zero and rural, with Dr Hamish Leece (MC) and Julian Atkins (CofE) 
· Joining link https://zoom.us/j/98853986559?pwd=Q3ZEb3BDRnpaejZZdHJiVjhkYlM4dz09
· Further dates for diary: 4th July 2024 and 10th Oct 2024

· Hidden Hardship research  https://hiddenhardship.coventry.ac.uk/

· Networking events to checkout: https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/rural-hope-1123799
· Rural and Wild - Pilgrimage Learning Community
· Small and Missional – thriving as a small church
· Rural and rooted – thriving small churches


Conversation around the topics raised by Sarah included: 
Jay mentioned about age-related tiredness in churches, where many people are in their late eighties, and want to ‘go to church’, but the legal duties for trustees are overwhelming..
Lisa, sometimes feels that pastoral care is the main focus. However, Lisa has one church that offers Poetry, Prose and Song and has been engaging much with their community. This generated considerable discussion.
Tom told us about the Pilgrimage Route through the Peak Districts and the complications of setting it up including safeguarding etc. And how to engage with tourists.
Tim also talked about tiredness and the responsibilities of looking after the rural chapels. Particularly in West and South Yorkshire, where there is seen to be a responsibility for keeping the chapels open as they are of ‘Community Value’. Some groups want the buildings, but charity law means it can’t be given away etc.
The URC Building Forum is gathering online on 21st May – see flyer below.
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buildings for the ministry of mission

Part 1: 21 May 7.30pm
with Revd Dr John Bradbury

Part 2: 4 June 7.30pm

Register for one or both at mission@urc.org.uk




